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From the Editor
Yerkes Up For Auction  The University of Chicago, owner of the 
observatory, is receiving offers for the historic property in Williams 
Bay, Wisconsin. My Alma Mater, Aurora University (AU),` has 
made a bid to purchase the observatory and the surrounding 79 
acre site which is adjacent to their George Williams College 
campus for $4.5 Million. This competes with a $10 Million bid 
by a real estate developer for the Wisconsin property including the 
historic observatory.

AU met with the U of C last November and presented a plan to 
develop a consortium of outstanding science organizations and 
continue to use the property to deliver science education outreach 
programs as well as academic credit courses. I contacted Theodore 
C. Parge, Vice President for Advancement, Aurora University, to 
see if AU could give me any further information.

He said their proposal was well received and could only say they 
too were waiting for a decision from U of C expected early this 
year. He offered the following statement as to what Aurora wanted 

(Editor, continued on page 2)

From the Director
Jan 10 AAAP Meeting Jan 10 AAAP Meeting (Peyton Hall of Astrophysics, Princeton (Peyton Hall of Astrophysics, Princeton 
Campus, 8:00 PM).Campus, 8:00 PM).  Donôt miss our next meeting, where our 
astronomical excursion will take a turn towards astrogeology with 
the ý rst talk of the new year.  The renowned Dr. Peter Rona of 
Rutgers University, Dept of Marine Geology and Geophysics
and formerly a researcher with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), will present ñVolcanoes 
of the Deep Sea: The Science Behind the IMAX Filmsò.of the Deep Sea: The Science Behind the IMAX Filmsò.of the Deep Sea: The Science Behind the IMAX Filmsò   Dr. 
Ronaôs research on seaþ oor hydrothermal systems has provided 
breakthrough science while revealing extraordinary natural 
beauty in an environment more closely resembling extraterrestrial 
conditions than habitats on earth. Please see Program Chair Ken 
Kremerôs section in this issue, and go to the AAAP website for 
more information and links. Note that this would be an excellent 
program to also include students.

(Director, continued on page 2)
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to do with the facility, ñWe are hopeful that that our proposal will be 
selected as we believe it provides for the best long term academic 
use of the Observatory while preserving much of the natural 
landscape surrounding the building. The opportunity to focus 
the future of Yerkes around science education and the training 
of teachers in the areas of math and science is closely aligned 
with the academic commitment of AU and our George Williams 
College. The rich history and the presence of Yerkes could serve as 
a wonderful centerpiece for the future of our universityôs academic 
programming on our campus in Williams Bay.ò

An article about this development can be found in the December, 
2005 edition of the ñReþ ector,ò the quarterly publication of the 
Astronomical League. If you would like to offer your advice to the 
U of C, write to Dr. Don Randel, President, University of Chicago, 
5801 S. Ellis Ave, Chicago, Illinois 60637. If you would like to 
keep abreast of the progress on this, go to the Aurora University 
website:

http://www.aurora.edu/yerkes/faq.htm

Rutgers Open House  The Geology Museum will be having their 
annual open house Saturday, January 28, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 
PM. There will be talks on ñExtinctions in Geological Time,ò 
at 10:00 AM and at 3:00 PM will be ñBorn among Giants: the 
Surprising Story of the Solar Systemôs Violent Origin.ò

The Museum entrance is the iron gate on the corner of Gorge and 
Somerset Streets in New Brunswick. Information can be gotten 
from William Seldon (732) 932-7243, rwseldon@rci.rutgers.edu.

35 Years of News  If you noticed on the Masthead, this issue of 
Sidereal Times begins the 35th year of our clubôs newsletter.  Of 
course the club is much older than that as its roots go back to 1962, 
when just a few astronomy enthusiasts met at Emersonôs restaurant 
(no longer there) across from the current site of the Quakerbridge 
Mall.

Vic

(Editor, continued from page 1)
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Those several of you interested in the fertile boundaries where 
astronomy, geophysics, geology, and biology intersect (as I 
am) will appreciate the impact of Dr. Ronaôs talk. Indeed, the 
development of astrogeology and astrobiology as important sub-
disciplines within astronomy is driven by the contributions of Dr. 
Rona and his colleagues and contemporaries. These contributions 
range from advances in remote-sensing technologies, realization 
of the importance of plate tectonics to planetary dynamics and 
ecosystem formation, and better understanding of the evolutionary 
signiý cance of chemoautotrophic life, with application to 
extraterrestrial planets and moons where solar and stellar 
luminance is too weak to support photosynthesis.

Your ñCool New Astro Itemsò at the Jan Meeting.Your ñCool New Astro Itemsò at the Jan Meeting.  Were 
you fortunate to receive a new astronomy-related item over the 
holidays (software, book, eyepiece, camera, even a telescope?)  If 
so, and if youôd like to brieþ y tell us about it and/or show it off to 
your fellow AAAPôers at the January meeting, please plan to bring 
it (or be prepared to just talk about it), and weôll include a handful 
of these ñCool Astro Itemsò during the meeting.  

2005:  A Year of Progress in AAAP.2005:  A Year of Progress in AAAP.  The past year has witnessed 
further growth and development in the AAAP with signiý cant 
contributions from many members. And while public observing 
nights were often clouded out, after witnessing the hurricane 
season we really canôt complain about our local weather and 
sky conditions. Itôs impossible to acknowledge everyone in the 
club who contributed, but Iôd like to point out a few who really 
provided a spark in 2005. Ken Kremer rose to the challenge of 
Program Chair and the lecture series at Peyton Hall continued in 
its storied tradition of high science and remarkable presentations 
by top-þ ight scientists and engineers, with two book signings 
added for good measure! Brian Van Liew and Gene Ramsey did 
a great job organizing and improving the observatory and public 
outreach, with help from many others including John Church, 
John Miller, Ludy DôAngelo, Saul Moroz, and Ron Mittlestaedt. 
Jersey StarQuest was a strong success led by Don Monticello and 
Larry Smith (with clear skies), and our club ventured into a new 
fall star party at Stokes State Forest. We revised our By-Laws, 
and the membership reached the high nineties and secretary Ludy 
DôAngelo stepped up to organize the roster. The Sidereal Times 
(thanks to Vic Belanger and Bryan Hubbard) and the AAAP 
website (John Millerôs magic) continued to provide outstanding 
and timely communication to all members, and Ron Mittelstaedt 
again kept the bank account solvent with help from John Church. 
THANKS to all who have contributed to make AAAP one of 
the best amateur astronomy clubs not only in NJ but in the entire 
country.

2006 New Yearôs Resolutions and Goals for AAAP
I challenge each member to again ask, and answer, these 
questions:

¶ What does the pursuit of astronomy mean to me 
personally?

¶ How can I inspire others to increase their interest and 
pursuit of astronomy?

¶ How can I participate in AAAP to elevate my own 
interests, and contribute in a way that helps advance the 
club and the future of amateur astronomy?

AAAP Goals for 2006:  Here are a few goals from my list for our 
club:  

¶ Further enhance membership activities and points of 
contact at meetings, the observatory, and special events

¶ Further develop the Keyholder training program and 
graduate at least 3 new Keyholders in 2006

¶ Continue to provide excellence in lecture programs, 
observing activities, and public outreach and education 
efforts

¶ Establish a viable succession plan for the Board of 
Trustees and other key positions in the club 

¶ Have fun with fellow members doing astronomy!

Happy New Year and Dark Skies! -- Rex
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