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From the Director
AAAP Meeting Feb 13 (8:00 Peyton Hall).  Our stimulating 
excursion through the many worlds of astronomy and astrophysics 
leads us next to the domain of Dr Robert Vanderbei of Princeton 
University.  Bob is Professor and Chair of Operations Research 
and Financial Engineering, and an Associate Faculty Member of 
AstrophysicsAstrophysics at Princeton. His research includes cutting-edge 
methods to enhance contrast at the limits of telescope resolution 
(exotic shaped-pupil masking techniques, for example) and 
other advanced approaches critical to the Terrestrial Planet 
Finder mission seeking to identify new classes of extra-solar 
planets.  Bob is also an active member of the AAAP, and an 
expert astrophotographer using amateur-scale (but rather high-
end!) equipment.  He will present a talk entitled, ñBackyard 
Astrophotography: A How-To Storyò.  His remarkable deep sky 
photography work using Questar, Takahashi, and OGS Ritchie-
Chretien telecopes and CCD cameras is not to be missed.  For 
more information see Program Chair Ken Kremerôs article in 
this issue-- and go the AAAP website.  

Board of Trustees Meeting.  A Board meeting is planned for 
Thursday, March 1 at 7:30 PM in Peyton Hall (conference 
room, basement level).  All Board and committee members are 
asked to participate, and interested club members are welcome to 
attend this meeting. Board meetings focus on the future directions 
and activities of the AAAP.  I welcome suggestions on agenda 
itemsð please forward via e-mail Feb 26.  (Please note my e-mail 
has recently changed to rex_a_parker@msn.net).

Opportunities for AAAP Members.  The vision for the future of 
AAAP includes enhancing the skills and opportuntities of members 
to engage in hands-on astronomical observing and imaging. This 
can add an important dimension to the experience of astronomy, 
on top of our excellent and wonderful program series featuring 
top professional astronomers.  Becoming a knowledgable observer 
can also provide you with the ability to spark the interests of youth 
and the public by participating in public outreach and education.  
Of course, this requires commitment and development of the 
membership, and an effective club infrastructure to coordinate 
activities.  

The Organization Table (See insert) outlines the club structure 
and the key people who spearhead these activities currently. 
There are several areas in which other members (new or long-
standing) could get more involved, incuding:  assist the Program 
Chair;  help the Membership Committee improve new member 
orientation;  enter a training program for Observatory Keyholder 
status and participate in public nights;  assist the Sidereal Times 
editor/publisher.  As an example, Iôd like to thank Larry Kane for 
stepping up to volunteer for Observatory Keyholder coordinator 
(Larry is also our librarian/archivist).  We are also going to need a 
few members to take on roles on the Board of Trustees, including 
the Director position.  In upcoming months we will regenerate a 
slate of candidates for the Board for the next year (the election is 
in May).  Please think about how you can ñgive backò to the AAAP 
and contribute to the larger goals of amateur astronomy.  I and 
fellow Board members would welcome your input on these ideas. 

Dark skies!  -- Rex

Key Holders Wanted
If you are interested in learning how to run 
our observatory and join one of the public 
nightôs teams, please contact me via email 
at:

brian@princetonastronomy.org

or at one of the monthly meetings. We will be 
making schedules for training sessions soon. 
All who respond will be contacted when we 
will meet at Washington Crossing Park. 
Most members ý nd it necessary to attend 
multiple sessions to learn all the aspects of 
operating and interfacing with the public.

Brian
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Minutes of the

General Membership Meeting of AAAP
January 9, 2007

The meeting started at 8 PM. Rex Parker (Director) gave a welcome 
to the audience. He introduced the agenda items for the evening 
meeting and urged members to stay after the speaker talk for a 
discussion on club activities and planning. He noted that there was 
a new comet, Comet McNaught, he asked if anyone in the audience 
had seen it, many had, and they indicated it was ~ magnitude 1. 
The comet is viewable by eye and or binoculars within 30 minutes 
of sunset. The grounds improvement at Washington Crossing is 
waiting for approval from the state park administration.

Ken Kremer (Program Chair) brieþ y talked about the remaining 
speaker schedule. Robert Vanderbei will be the February speaker 
on February 13th, Edger Choueiri on March 13th, and Fred Espinak 
for a special lecture on March 30th. Bob Vanderbei will talk on 
backyard astrophotography. The May speaker will be Toni Del 
Genio on the Cassini mission to Saturn. Ken displayed the ý rst 
image from the STEREO spacecraft that our October speaker 
Therese Kucera, talked about. Ken then introduced tonightôs 
speaker Jim Gunn, who gave us a talk on a 50-year perspective of 
Cosmology.

The meeting continued after the conclusion of the speakerôs talk 
and a short break. AAAP ofý cial hats and shirts are for sale.

Rex Parker indicated that a lot of things we do in the club are 
very important to education of our own members becoming better 
observers, becoming more understanding of cosmology, the ability 
to observe through our own telescopes, and gaining a sense of 
astronomy through the observational approach. One of the things 
we do is to operate our observatories. Members are welcome to 
come to the observatory to learn how to use the equipment, become 
certiý ed through training in using the equipment, and become a 
keyholder that enables a member to go to the observatories any 
time they want. We also reach out to the public with our outreach 
program, which is scheduled twice a month from April to October. 
This schedule has been difý cult to communicate to the public. Rex 
felt that there was not enough frequency in order for the observing 
teams during the seasons for the teams to perform their functions 
effectively. Also, the teams donôt get enough practice if there is a 
rain out. Currently there are six teams, which allows each with 2 
sessions a season. 

Rex proposed that we should change our public outreach nights 
to every Friday night April to October. This would allow a team 
to have 3 sessions during the season. This is subject to further 
discussions and opened to the þ oor for discussion. 

Comments were made pro and con. There was a concern about 
keyholders wanting to go out of state for new moon weekends, 
or to attend other star parties. Another comment was made that 
there are a lot of keyholders that just donôt show up for their duty 
nights. There was a concern that there would be trouble stafý ng 
the public nights. Rexôs concern was that there should be some 
way to re-invigorate the public nights programs. More discussion 
followed about key holder training. Bill Nagle has resigned from 
the keyholder training responsibility, so someone else will need to 
take that responsibility. There will be more discussion on the topic 
with a decision made at the next board meeting in March. Some 
more suggestions were made how to announce through the web 

site if the public night was on or off. 

Ludy DôAngelo (Secretary) announced that the last meeting 
minutes were published in the Sidereal Times. And now there 
is audio available of the meetings (not the speakers) if anyone 
is interested. He also presented two new members to the club 
Louia and Casey Williams. And Asa Sallee who had joined about 
a month ago. 

Membership stands at 100 even. Ludy presented income and 
expenditure numbers as we had done last year. The ý rst chart 
showed amounts projected to August 31 2007.

AAAP Expenditures for 2006-07 (Sept. 2006-Aug. 2007AAAP Expenditures for 2006-07 (Sept. 2006-Aug. 2007

As of 1/07/2007, Includes Starquest proposed through 8/31/07
  

Income:  Dues $3,920   (98 mbrs.)
Miscellaneous 995
Starquest 2006         1,340  

  Total Income   $6,2556,255

Usual Expenses:  
  Telephone         274
  Electric 53
  Insurance 1,447
  Sidereal Times         566 
  Starquest Deposit 200           
  UACNJ Dues 119      ($20 + $99) for 2007
  Incorp. Renewal 25
  Picnic 170
  P.O. Box Rental         50
  Ofý ce Supplies 100
  Website 290
  Speaker dinners        265

Total Usual Expenses $3,559

Net after Usual Expenses $2,696

Unusual/voted expenditures:

Paramount ME PC boards $1,000

Brush cutting 675

  NET   $1,025

He indicated that Starquest was very important and that the only 
reason there was a good proý t from June 2006, was the fact that 
Starquest was rained out and that there were a lot of participants 
who did not show up who had pre paid. Other income was from 
various donations made from our star parties at schools. Also the 
sale of the Schmidt Camera was an additional $795. He indicated 
the usual expenses as experienced. The numbers do not include 
the expenses for the member meeting program speakers. We also 
voted on extraordinary expenses of $1,675.

Another set of numbers was presented and shows how the club 
would be doing if Starquest was not included in the numbers.

AAAP Expenditures for 2006-07 (Sept. 2006-Aug. 2007AAAP Expenditures for 2006-07 (Sept. 2006-Aug. 2007

As of 1/07/2007, does not include Starquest, proposed through 

(Minutes, continued on page 3)



A Horse of a Different Color
After last months issue with the black and white H-alpha image of 
the horsehead nebula I decided to try my luck at a color version but 
framing it slightly different. This time I wanted to bring in to the 
picture three DSOs for the price of one. In this scenario I wanted 
to capture the Horsehead on the right, with the Flame Nebula to the 
left and in doing so having NGC2023 toward the middle. I spent 
many sessions working with the individual images until I felt I got 
the most I could out of each of the objects. I hope you take the time 
to go online if you get the paper version of the Sidereal to get the 
feel for the amount of color there is in this region. If you want the 
full effect, let me know and I will send the full resolution shot to 
you. As for what scope was used to capture this image? . . . a mere 
80mm refractor (Orion ED80).

Brian

From the Treasurer
At the time of this report the current AAAP balance stands at 
$12803.96.

Income for the month $184 and expenses at $1204.75.

Brian Van Liew

(Minutes, continued from page 2)
8/31/07

Income: dues $3,920      (98 mbrs.)
Miscellaneous 995

    
  Total Income  $4,915

Usual Expenses:  
Telephone 274
Electric  53
Insurance 1,447
Sidereal Times 566 
Starquest Deposit 200           
UACNJ Dues 119        ($20 + $99) for 2007
Incorp. Renewal 25
Picnic  170
P.O. Box Rental 50
Ofý ce Supplies         100
Website          290
Speaker dinners         265

  
Total Usual Expenses  $3,559

Net after Usual Expenses  $1,356

Unusual/voted expenditures:
Paramount ME PC boards $1,000
Brush cutting 675
NET Loss   ($319)

These numbers, again, do not include expenses for the speakers 
and other capital improvement expenses for the observatory.

Brian VanLiew (treasurer) reports that there is $13,824.71 in the 
treasury.

UACNJ member renewal form was received and will be sent. 

Observatory: Ron Mittelstaedt reports that the new boards were 
installed in the Paramount ME, and that we are waiting for John 
Miller to install the upgrade to The Sky astronomy software. There 
should be a training session scheduled to overview the software.

Gene Ramsey wanted to thank Manick Rajendran for donating 
a new þ at screen computer monitor for the observatory. Gene is 
also looking to ý x the thermostat for the computer box. He also 
announced that Bill Nagle has resigned as observatory co-chair. 
That he still wants to participate in club activities.

Ludy DôAngelo has picked up another donated scope. An 8ò 
Coulter Dobsonian. Anyone who wants to use one of the 2 
donated scopes should contact Ludy. One will be moved to the 
observatory.

Public Outreach: Jeff Bernardis (Public Outreach Co-coordinator) 
reports that Lawrenceville Elementary will have their annual 
science night on January 26th. We will have telescopes there 
as usual. Gene Ramsey and Vic Belanger are doing a solar 

presentation at the Washington Crossing Nature Center on January 
13th.

Sidereal Times deadline will be the January 26th.

Audio of the membership meeting (not the lecture) is available 
from the Secretary.

The meeting ended at 10:20 PM

Submitted by,
Ludovico DôAngelo, Secretary
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Deadline for the March ó07

Isssue of Sidereal Times

March 2, 2007




