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Saturn with a Web-Cam (Image by Brian VanLiew)

 Planetary Imaging Web-Cam Style
The weather this winter especially the cold has slowed down my 
observing. In mid February I did get out and tried out some imaging 
with my web-cam that I had so much luck with on Mars last year. 
I had gotten home a little earlier than normal and according to the 
clear sky clock for our area it was going to be a clear night. I took 
out my big scope and set it up in just about the only place I have 
to catch the planets before they go into the trees from about 25 
degrees above the horizon to zenith in the east. I had everything 
ready to go before the sunset. 

I came out when it was dark but the sky was still unstable. I set 
up my web-cam and adjusted the pointing and focus on the laptop 
screen. I set the camera to capture 5 frames/second for 1 minute. 
After the ýnal tweaking was done to the scope I grabbed several 
ýles with some minor tweaks in between. The later ýles seemed to 
have the best results. Maybe I got better at hitting the sweet spot 

From the Director
AAAP Regular Meeting March 9 (8:00 PM).  
The next scientiýc lecture hosted by the  AAAP 
features Louis Lanzerotti of NJIT.  Dr Lanzerotti 
is an expert in solar and planetary geophysics and 
space plasma physics, and will be speaking about 
research using the NASA/ESA spacecraft Ulysses. 
Currently the Ulysses spacecraft is in the proximity 
of Jupiter, creating an opportunity for remote-sensing 
observations. For more information please turn 
to Program Chair Mark Lopezôs section in this 
issue.

Spring Observing Opportunities.  The Ulysses 
researchers are not the only ones studying Jupiter 
at this time, as it is very well positioned for those of 
us using ground-based telescopes (rises around 6:00 
PM and transits around midnight). I took advantage 
of the recent clear nights (and warmer temperatures) 
to record the image below using my CCD camera and 
5 inch refractor from my backyard. 

On Feb 27, several Observatory Keyholder team leaders (Gene, 
Brian, Ron, Mark, Vic, and me) held a refresher at AAAPôs 
Washington Crossing Observatory. As the night wore on, Brian and 
I set up our CCD cameras on the Celestron C14 and the Hastings 
6.25 refractor. The C14 is now tracking very accurately on the 
new Paramount (thanks to Bill, Brian, Ron and others for polar 
alignment) and is ready for CCD imaging as well as great visual 
observing. Brian collected some good images of M51 and other 
deep sky objects using the C14. However, I was unable to balance 
the 6.25 refractor with my CCD camera attached, and concluded 
that this is strictly a visual instrument unless a very lightweight 
camera is used (such as a web-cam). Nonetheless, visually Jupiter 
seen through the 6.25 looks spectacular, as does Saturn, and 
many interesting double stars well positioned this month (such 
as gamma Leonis). And March-April are perfect times to increase 
your personal count of Messier Objects observed. We encourage 
all members to make plans to come out to the observatory to see 
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in the focussing. The ýnal image was processed inside after I put 
everything away for the night. I tried my luck on Jupiter but it was 
just too low and I couldnôt wait for it to get higher.  

Inside, I ran the aligning and stacking software. Depending on the 
quality of the images in the ýle the ýnal image took about two 
thirds or 200 out of 300 frames to create it.  I used Photoshop LE 
to adjust the curves and balance settings for the ýnal picture (see 
attached).

Jupiter will be next. Although I believe it will be a more difýcult 
target since the details on it depend so much on the atmosphere, 
which around here is usually poor at best.  Iôll take my chances.

Brian Van Liew

with your own eyes what all the excitement is about. Also 
note that the public nights schedule for 2004 is posted on 
the AAAP website.

Who would believe that so small a space could contain 
all the images of the universe? ï Leonardo da Vinci, on 
the eye

NEAF 2004 April 17, 18  The largest astronomy forum and 
astronomy equipment show in the Northeast, hosted by the 
Rockland (NY) Astronomy Club and Sky & Telescope, will 
take place in Suffern NY (about 2 hr drive from Princeton).  
See the website http://www.rocklandastronomy.com/neaf.  
Among the many enticements, our friend and esteemed 
solar enthusiast Barlow Bob will be spearheading the ñ1st 
Annual Solar Star Party (ñA Test Drive for the Transit of 
Venusò). Featuring world-class Coronado Hydrogen-alpha 
ýlter instrumentation and Televue refractors, this will be a 
great chance to see solar prominences and have a hands-on 
tutorial on observing the sun. And NEAF is one of the best 
places to see the hardware you are thinking about buying, 
and negotiate the best price!  

Opportunities for AAAP Members The AAAP has a 
three-fold mission of supporting hands-on astronomical 
observing and imaging, cutting-edge lectures by professional 
astronomers and physicists, and public outreach and 
education in astronomy. To reach our potential requires energy, 
effort, and commitment of the membership. To facilitate this, we 
have evolved a structure to develop and coordinate the activities 
in the club (see Table in the January Sidereal Times). We are 

seeking input and participation in all facets of the clubôs activities. 
Please think about how you can ñgive backò to the AAAP, your 
peers, and to amateur astronomy by contacting me or any Board 
member or committee chair to help build on our foundation. 

Dark Skies! -- Rex

Jupiter on 2-28-04 (Tak FS-128, Losmandy G-11, 
SBIG  ST-10XME w RGB ýlters (image by RAP)

From the Treasurer
The treasury balance is $XXXX after paying the club insurance of 
$1640.00. There are 124 paid members. New Members are Tammy 
Duffy of Hamilton, NJ, Simon Lee of Plainsboro, NJ, and Gregory 
Newton of Jamesburg, NJ.

Note: Please do not contact Sky and Telescope subscriptions 
department for a club discount. This arrangement will start in 
August 2004. If you want to renew your subscription now please 
contact me. I have been contacted by Sky and Tel on several 
occasions about members calling for club discounted subscriptions 

now. Sky and Tel cannot verify your membership without a current 
membership roster.  Sky and Tel has extended the exemption of 
letting us renew our subscriptions at club rates without going 
through the club, but like I said, this will not be happening until 
August. Let us not abuse this.

Also in August, will be suspending the club subscription for 
Astronomy magazine. If you want to renew or extend your 
subscription at the club rate do it before August.

Michele, our publisher, will continue putting the dues renewal date 
on the upper right corner of each Sidereal Times address label. 
This is the date that your renewal membership is due with the 
AAAP. Those with club magazine subscriptions to Astronomy or 
Sky and Telescope or both will want their subscriptions renewed 
about three months prior to the date of your club renewal. Please 
act accordingly, for if you wait until your club dues are due to pay 
for your magazine subscription you may miss one or two issues. 

I am not going to send out renewal notices to members who 
get magazines; they get enough notices from their respective 
publishers. If I donôt receive your renewal on the date indicated on 
your address label you will be dropped from the roster.  If you are 
a keyholder, the respective observatory chairman will be notiýed 
and you will be asked to return the key.

Note! Starting in April, dues will be $20 until June. The dues 
structure is as follows: $30 basic membership. $60 for membership 
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