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From the Director
The Ides of March and Signiý cant Events in AAAP.  Before 
the Ides of March (see below), we will have completed two 
more signiý cant stops on the AAAPôs astronomical excursion 
for this year. Weôll hold our monthly science lecture on 
Thurs March 9 (Friend Center 101, 8:00), co-sponsored by 
AAAP and Princetonôs Dept of Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering (MAE), featuring Dr. Marc Rayman of JPL. He
will present ñNASAôs DAWN and Deep Space-1 Missionsò.  A 
pre-meeting dinner is planned.  Please refer to Ken Kremerôs 
article in this issue and to the AAAP website for details.  

Weôll follow that event by holding our monthly club activities 
meeting jointly with a  AAAP Board of Trustees Meeting on 
Tues March 14 (Peyton Hall, 8:00). All members are welcome 
to participate in this quarterly board meeting. The eveningôs 
proceedings will include a couple of membersô 10 min talks, 
and weôll then focus on Jersey StarQuest 2006 planning. 
StarQuest is the AAAPôs annual contribution to observational 
astronomy, an ideal venue for sampling the views through a 
large variety of amateur telescopes and related hardware. The 
annual StarQuest event will be held in Hope, NJ on June 23-
25 (new moon weekend). Mark your calendar, and join us on 
March 14 to develop the plan!  

Although connoting a sense of warning ever since Julius Caesar 
was told ñBeware the Ides of March,ò the Ides expression 
actually refers to ñMarch 15ò. In the earliest Roman calendar, 
perhaps devised by Romulus, months were organized around 
key reference days, and Ides was a term for day 15 in certain 
months including March. So the Ides of March are perhaps not 
foreboding at all, and are really the harbinger of spring and rebirth 
with the coming equinox!

Messier Marathon and AAAP Picnic Proposed for Sat. April 1.
Mark your calendars!  At the recent club meeting it was proposed 
that we hold our annual picnic (which was rained out back in 
Oct) and combine it with a Messier Marathon observing party 
at the clubôs Observatory on Sat. April 1 at Washington Crossing 
Park, NJ.  Bill noted that there will be an unusual occultation of 
the moon with the Pleiades open cluster shortly after sunset that 

Sketching
The above composite sketch comes from the pages of Ralph 
Marantinoôs notebook. See the Editorôs Column on page 2 
and the plate on page 3 for details.

evening. From this weôll challenge ourselves to observe as many 
Messier Objects as possible before turning in sometime well after 
midnight. Keep an eye out for further plans on the club website 
and by e-mail.

Call for Volunteers!  You can help your club by volunteering for 
the following roles (please contact me or other board members for 
more information):

¶ StarQuest co-chair and assistantsð participate with 
experienced members to help plan and execute Jersey 
StarQuest summer astro-observing event held June 23-25.

(Director, continued on page 2)
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¶ Nominations chair and committeeð help identify 
candidates for the ý ve board positions up for election 
in May:  director, asst director, secretary, treasurer, and 
program chair. 

Å Participate in upcoming public outreach/school astro 
eventsð AAAP members can make a positive impact on the 
minds and future of other people, both young and more-than-
young.  Several public outreach events are being planned 
for spring and summer. Please contact observatory chair/
outreach coordinator Brian Van Liew to see where you ý t in.

Dark skies!  -- Rex

(Director, continued from page 1)

From the Editor
Sketching  Though astrophotography is very popular amongst 
amateur astronomers particularly since CCD cameras have come 
into a price range that many can afford, I have always encouraged 
sketching in my Fall course offering at the Nature Center. I also 
have to admit to being a bit of a charlatan because I do not sketch 
myself. Never-the-less, sketching adds much to the experience of 
our hobby because these 
renderings are what we 
really see through the 
eyepiece and can be 
displayed as an example 
to others of what to 
look for. This is in stark 
contrast to the product of 
astrophotography, which 
is what the camera and 
not what the eye sees. My 
favorite observing guides 
are those that feature 
numerous sketches and 
not just photos.

Several members of 
AAAP have mastered this 
art form over the years. 
Three of these members 
are; Past Director, Jay 
Albert (now retired and 
living in Florida), Ron 
Mittlestaedt, both specializing in Deep Sky Objects, and Ralph 
Marantino who has done a monumental effort in Solar sketching. 
From time to time Ralph brings in his volumes of Solar sketches 
but up to now Ralphôs work has been in white light and the H-
alpha spectral band. Recently he has acquired a Calcium K-Line 
telescope and now his efforts include three bands.

Coronado admits they designed this telescope with imaging in 
mind because many peopleôs vision at the far blue end of the 
visible spectrum is poor and yields less than a satisfying visual 
experience. This has not proven to be an impediment to Ralph as 
his sketches testify. The plate at the right (on page 3) shows a page 
from his sketch books completed during January. Each sketch is 
a composite of the views seen through three separate telescopes. 
The red is H-alpha, the blue from his new Calcium K-Line, and the 

overall background from 
his standard white-light 
Solar ý lter. Unfortunately 
the Sidereal Times is 
printed in black and 
white so this description 
is lost, however, it is 
recommended that 
everyone go to the AAAP 
website and download the 
.pdf edition and see the 
prominences depicted in 
red and the calcium K-
Line depicted in blue. 

The sketches were 
done viewing through 
a Coronado Solarmax 
70mm Calcium K-Line 
Telescope and a Coronado 
CEMAX 12mm eyepiece 
by Ralph. The interference 
ý lter is tuned for 393.4 

nanometers (blue) and has a 2.2 Angstrom bandpass. Ralphôs 
Tri-Band Solar Observatory is shown in the accompanying photo 
and can also be seen in color on the AAAP website in the feature, 
óMembers and Their Scopes.ò
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Hans Lippersey, a Dutch eyeglass maker, is credited 
with the invention of the telescope in 1608. Its ý rst 
application was for Naval warfare use but in 1609 
Galileo turned it towards Jupiter and launch the age of 
telescopic astronomy.




