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20 Years Ago In Sidereal Times...



Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton Newsletter

FROM THE DIRECTOR (cont.)

We also agreed that we needed to
do more to increase our
membership. Star parties and
participation at special
Planetarium events help, but are
not enough. We are therefore
asking for a volunteer to take
on a new position of Membership
Chairman. this job will entail
developing and coordinating a
recruiting program for the AAAP.
It was suggested that guest
books be present at meeting and
the observatory and that the
Membership Chairman greet and
initiate follow-up contacts with
guests. The potential impact of
a successful recruiting program
on the AAAP is enormous. A
larger membership base will
significantly increase thekinds
of programs and activities our
club can provide its members and
the community.

NEWS BITS

Don Monticello has accepted the
Pposition of Nomimation Chairman:.
Nominations for the club’s
officers will be presented at
the April meeting and elcections
will be held at the May meeting.

John Simpson and Bill Murray
have completed the installation
of the new motor and drive
corrector for the 12.5"
reflector. John says the polar
alignment isn’t quite perfect
yet, but will be after he makes
a few very minor adjustments.
all will be ready for the
astrophotography course.

We are happy to announce that
the tube assembly of the AAAP’s
old 10" reflector has been sold
to the amateur astronomers at GE
Astro for $130. It's a good
deal for both parties; the AAAP
needs the money but not the
scope and the GE Astro group
gets a well figured mirror
(though it must be
re-aluminized) in an aluminum
tube.

The AAAP will hold a weekend

star party at Beemerville late
this spring. Dave Brown s
arranged for us to have the dark
sky weekend of June 9-11. As
the the sky darkens, we'll have
the last of the spring galaxies
while later in the evening we'll
have the glories of the summer
Milky Way...not to mention
Saturn! At an estimated $40 for
the weekend, it's a real
bargain. Interested members

should contact Dave or Larry
Smith.
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.
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