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From the Director
AAAP Meeting April 11 (8:00 Peyton 
Hall).  Continuing our adventures through 
the most compelling stories and cutting edge 
science within the vast realm of astronomy, 
the next AAAP meeting will provide an 
open window to some of the most inspiring 
images yet produced among the wide 
range of celestial objects. Dr. Robert 
Nemiroff of Michigan Technological Nemiroff of Michigan Technological Nemiroff
University will be our guest lecturer, and 
will present ñAstronomyôs Best Images 
-- as Subjectively Selected by the Editors 
of Astronomy Picture of the Dayò.  As 
co-founder and author of the ñAstronomy 
Picture of the Dayò website, Dr. Nemiroff 
will describe the science behind the pictures 
as he provides us with some of the most 
appealing and remarkable images using the 
best instrumentation available in the world.  
For more information, see Program Chair 
Ken Kremerôs column in this issue (as well 
as the AAAP Website).

Club Picnic A Big Hit, as Members Observe Pleiades/Lunar 
Occultation, April 1.  A great turnout of members and families on 
a beautiful early spring day enjoyed a delicious picnic cookout, the 
company of friends, and some rare observing events.  The unusual 
sightings included the appearance of Kirk Alexander, former 
AAAP Director and core member of our club for several years, 
now a Californian and member (and Treasurer) of the Sacramento 
Valley Astronomical Society (see their website, www.svas.org/).  
Iôd like to thank Larry Smith for organizing the picnic and all 
those who participated for making this a big success for the club!  
And special thanks go to Ludy, John, and several other Keyholders 
for spifý ng up the observatory (new carpet is great) in time for this 
outing.

Several of our skilled observers and many newer members stayed 
around for the evening telescope observing session, beginning 

with the lunar/Pleiades occultation just after sunset. A vigorous 
but brief storm front had moved through the Delaware Valley in 
early afternoon to help clear the skies (after ý ghting clouds for 
a while). Later in the evening, very good transparency allowed 
us to observe dozens of galaxies in Leo, Virgo, Ursa Major, and 
neighboring constellations. Conditions were so good that we 
easily saw NGCôs to magnitude 12.5 in the C14, in addition to 
dozens of Messier objects including old favorites M64, M65, and 
many of the Virgo galaxies. But the most astonishing sight was 
the dark limb of the crescent moon swallowing up, one by one, 
the individual stars of the Pleiades. Using The Sky program in 
the Paramount/C14 control room at the observatory, we tracked 
the individual stars and counted the seconds down as each star in 
succession suddenly blinked out. Bright jewels bearing famous 
and exotic names (Electra, Celaeno, Merope) disappeared one 
after another in a matter of minutes, hidden by the dark limb of the 
moon glowing faintly by earthshine. On the other side, the bright 
arc of the crescent moon seemed to form a crown ready to receive 

Getting ready for the Pleiades occultation at the picnic at Washington
Crossing Observatory, April 1

(Director, continued on page 2)
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