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REVIEW OF
SOLAR FILTERS AND SCREENS

By Ron Mittelstaedt

I became interested about
observing the sun after reading
Sky and Tel and Astronomy articles
in the past months, one which
addressed solar screens and
filters. 1 started a quest for
the best filter for the lowest
cost.

There are pros and cons for both,
but I’'m looking for quality and
price. After several calls to
different dealers I found that the
screen to fit my Celestron comet
catcher would cost about $75.00.
I wanted to go less., A piece of
mylar 7 inches square would cost
$35.00, but I would have to mount
it myself on a frame to fit. This
can be costly because mylar can
wear or puncture, rendering it
useless. Since the sun looks blue
when viewing through mylar, add
another $15.00 for an orange lens
filter for pratical observing and
photography.

One of the places I called also
sells solar filters. Their type 2
solar filter 1is glass with a
nickel-chromium alloy with
stainless steel coating for dura-
bility and I was sold. But the
price was $99.00 and still a bit
too steep for me, 1 called back
and asked if they ever have that
type of filter that doesn’t pass
their quality control standards.
The salesperson and had one 6"
type 2 like that. It had a
scratched frame and touched-up
coating but he assured me that it
was as optically sound as their
first quality filter and would
sell it for half price - $50.00.
A modification was made to the
filter to take out the extra felt
cushion to fit my 6.25" diameter
tube, and it was sent to me,
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In about a week it arrived and I
waited for a sunny day to fall on
a weekend. The sun is too low to
observe when I arrive home from
work during the week. The sunny
Saturday arrived and I was
impressed with the results. The
sunspots were very sharp with
fragmented edges. I was so
impressed that I ran back into the
house and got my camera and mount
and took some photographs. 1 had
ASA 3200 loaded in my camera from
feeble attempts of night
astrophotography. I hope John
Simpson’s sessions will help in
this area. My photos of the sun
did not turn out badly as a first
attempt.

In my opinion the solar filter had
a slightly sharper image than the
screen.

My advice is to read all you can
ahout a product, make calle to the
manufacturer and ask questions.
You should make the salesman sell
his product. Then compare to see
which product is right for you.
Then get a money back guarantee if
the product does not perform to
your satisfaction, particularly on
"seconds" such as this. Let the
dealer or manufacturer know how
well the product performs since
you may need a favor again some
time.

Extra research and time can save
you money and still bring quality.
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.
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