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From the Director
AAAP ñAnnual Meetingò May 9 (8:00 Peyton Hall).  At the 
May 9 meeting we will continue our adventures through the 
cosmos with a very exciting, cutting edge speaker and topic.  Dr.
Michael AôHearn from the University of Maryland will present 
ñDeep Impact:  Excavating Comet Tempel-1ò.  Dr. AôHearn is the 
PI for the Deep Impact NASA missionôs and is deeply involved in 
the development and attainment of the scientiý c objectives.  For 
more information please see Ken Kremerôs article in this issue and 
on the AAAP website. Donôt miss this rare opportunity to hear one 
of NASAôs most dynamic scientists in this exclusive visit to the 
AAAP!
May 9 will also mark the 44th convening of the Annual Meeting 
of the AAAP as set forth in our Constitution and By-Laws. During 
the meeting we will hold the election of the Board of Trustees.  
Suppressing a laugh, I noticed that the archives of club history 
(accessible on the AAAP website) record many instances in the 
minutes of ñCurrent ofý cers are re-elected for another term.ò But 
in this case, we have the opportunity to elect a new Treasurer 
(candidate Brian Van Liew) along with returning candidates for 
Program Chair (Ken Kremer), Assistant Director (John Miller), 
Secretary (Ludy DôAngelo) and Director (me). 
I would like to extend a very big and heartfelt THANK YOU 
to Ron Mittelstaedt, our outgoing Treasurer. Ron has been an 
invaluable colleague to me and to the Board and the Club in many 
ways, serving ably as Treasurer ever since being ý rst elected 
in 1989 (with  one year hiatus in 2001).  While he relinquishes 
that post, Iôm counting on Ron to continue in the other areas in 
which he is a cornerstone of the AAAP, sharing his expertise as 
an observer and telescope engineer, and helping with his technical 
and personal skills at the Observatory. 
New Appointments.  In addition to the Board members mentioned 
above, I would like to announce a few additional appointments to 
the core Committees in the AAAP.  As Brian Van Liew moves to 
the Treasurer slot, he will relinquish the role of Public Outreach 
Coordinator, to which I am appointing Jeff Bernardis. Jeff 
is an experienced observer and will take over this key position 
to integrate and enhance our outreach efforts with the public. 

In addition, Bill Nagel is being appointed along with Ron 
Mittelstaedt and Gene Ramsey as Observatory Co-Chairs. Ron 
and Gene will focus on maintaining equipment and the physical 
plant at the Washington Crossing Observatory, while Bill will lend 
a hand to overseeing the Keyholders, improving the organization 
of training and other observatory events, and ensuring good 
coordination with Public Outreach.   
Spring is Galaxy Season.  With the warming weather comes a 
changing of the guard for the object types you can observe. In 
mid-spring, galaxies rule! Among the dozens of Messier and NGC 
galaxies well-positioned high in the sky now, I caught these images 
last week using my C-11 and SBIG ST-10XME CCD camera.  

Setting focal reducers aside, I have been concentrating on prime 
focus F/10 imaging with the C-11, which of course makes tracking 
challenging.  M109 (above) is a barred spiral galaxy, magnitude 
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10.6, with angular size about 7 x 4 arc-min located about 55 
million light years distant;  while M63 (above) is magnitude 9.8, 
about 10 arc-min across, and a member of the M51 group located 
about 40 million light years away from us. These gems are visible 
through the eyepiece of the clubôs C-14 at the WC Observatoryð 
let me know if you can see them next time youôre there, or whether 
you can pick them up in your own home telescope.

Dark skies!  -- Rex

(Director, continued from page 1)

Minutes of the

AAAP General Meeting
April 11, 2006

The meeting started at 8 PM. The speaker for the Evening was 
Robert Nemiroff, co-author of the Astronomy Picture of the Day. 
The meeting hall was well attended.

After the lecture break, Rex Parker started the meeting mentioning 
some opportunities that are coming up for observing and indicated 
that we had a good start on Starquest, with the registration forms 
ready to go. Don Monticello will do a mailing in a few weeks. 
The website will be updated with the new information. There 
will be two speakers at Starquest, one on Saturday afternoon, and 
the other after dinner on Saturday evening. The speakers will be 
Andrew Youdin and Rus Belikov. There is a need to do work on 
gathering rafþ e/door prizes. John Miller is leading this effort and 
has assigned Linda Papetti, Larry Kane, Jeff Bernardis, Rex Parker 
and himself to call last yearôs donators. Action to be taken over the 
next few weeks.

The proposed Starquest tee shirt was discussed. Member Linda 
Underwood volunteered and will research and price the cost of the 
tee shirts and quantities needed. Discussion indicated we should 
get at least 60, some of different sizes. 

Rex brought up the subject of the black AAAP logo shirts. Barlow 
Bob has asked for 2 extra large and one medium AAAP logo shirt 
to give away at NEAF. Rex asked Brian Van Liew to order 20 of 
the shirts and hats for general inventory. The hope is that they will 
sell over time. 

Bill Murray coný rmed that our June 2006 meeting would be at the 

New Jersey Planetarium. Also, The Planetarium will bring people 
out to the observatory open house on April 28th. 

Jeff Bernardis has agreed to take over as Public Outreach 
coordinator; Brian VanLiew will be taking on other responsibilities. 
Rex stressed the importance of getting members involved in all the 
committees of the club to bring new ideas.

Bill Nagel and Ron Mittlestaedt will be Observatory co-chairs. 
Gene Ramsey continues to be Observatory Chairman. 

Larry Kane, Nominations Chair, announced that the slate of ofý cers 
up for election at the May meeting will be Rex Parker (Director), 
John Miller (Assistant Director), Ludy DôAngelo (Secretary), 
Brian VanLiew (Treasurer), and Ken Kremer (Program Chair). He 
will accept any additional nominations for those positions for the 
next month.

John Church reports that he and Gene Ramsey continue to work 
on the logistics of some tree removal at Washington Crossing Park. 
Brian VanLiew reported that Ludy DôAngelo, Mike Mitriano, and 
John Miller installed a new carpet at the Simpson observatory.   

Ludy DôAngelo (Secretary) reports that the membership stands at 
110. Jong Lee was the last new member. He welcomed any new 
members in the audience.  Linda Pappetti had set up a table of 
food, handouts and a donation piggy bank. Everyone gave Linda 
a round of applause for her efforts. $20 was collected and will go 
into the treasury.

Ludy read the thank you letter addressed to Gene Ramsey from 
the NJ Planetarium for his and the clubôs efforts at the reopening 
of the planetarium. Ludy also read a letter from Derrick Pitts of 
Franklin Institute calling for local astronomy clubs to represent at 
the National Astronomy Day activities in Philadelphia on May 6. 
This is the same day as NEAF. Anyone interested should contact 
Ludy. We also received an email from Steve Mazlin announcing an 
astroimaging conference to be held in Philadelphia in August. We 
will get the announcement out via email for those interested. More 
info at www.pennastroimaging.com/eccai

Ken Kremer (Program Chair) gave an update on the Honeybee 
trip. It should be happening between April 18th and the end of the 
month. He also reported on several outreach activities. One was 
at Stuart School the other at Plainsboro with Kenôs lecture inside 
and telescopes outside. Ken and Linda Pappetti also took part in 
the Princeton University science day for middle school students. 
Another program is scheduled for Pennington Tollgate Elementary 
School on April 18TH, with scopes outside and lecture inside. He 
also mentioned his presentation at NJAA at the end of March.

John Miller reported that the website got in excess of 48,000 page 
views in the last month. There was a discussion of how our club 
comes up in search engines/indexes. 

Ron Mittlestaedt (Treasurer) reports that there is $xxxxx in the 
treasury and that the picnic cost $169.

The next deadline for the Sidereal Times is April 28th. Vic Belanger 
is asking for anyone interested the newsletter layout to please 
contact him. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 PM.

Submitted by
Ludovico DôAngelo, Secretary




