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with a computer for remote control!

In addition to Joe and I, Dennis Hicks presen—
ted a fascinating and very well illustrated
talk on Stonehenge (Dennis is a native of
England). He showed not only the stages in
which it was built, but its various astron-
cmical uses and capabilities. For example,
cne of the usees was to track the 18 year Sa-
ros cycle. This enabled the Priests who op~
erated Stonehenge over 3,000 years ago to pre-
dict both lunar and lolar eclipses!
our Observator Chairman and one of John Sim-—
pson's astrophotography students, showed us

his first photo taken through the 12.5" Sim-
pson (DON'T YOU LOVE THAT?-editorial comment)
reflector. They were of M13 and M35 and they
were GOOD! Those of us who may have been
thinking about coming out to one of Simpson's
classes but haven't should certainly give

it a shot if these results are an indicaticn of
how quickly one can progress.

One last note. A special treat at the members
meeting was Blake Genzlinger's brownies. Even
if ncone of the presentations would have inter-
ested you, the brownies were well worth coming
for!

NEWS BITS

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Don Mon-—
ticello, presented its new slate of officers
at the April meeting. They are: Director---
Dave Brown; Assistant Director---ILarry Smith:
Treasurer———Ron Mittelstaedt; Secretary——
Dick Sivel; Program Director—-—--Don Monticello.

Additional nominations will be accepted from the

floor at the May meeting.

We have a new Editor of the SIDEREAL TIMES,
starting with this issue. John Simpson has
agreed to take on this vital task while Chip
Yuill-—-WHO'SE DONE A D-MN GOOD JOB THIS LAST
YEAR-—-heads back to school. Our thanks to
Chip for turning out such beautiful editions
of the TIMES and for John for stepping in.
Other members continue in non-elective posts,
including Bill Murray---Cbservator Chairman;
Blake Genzleinger—-—-Membership Chairperscn,
and Louisa Lockette———Publicity Chairperson.

Tuthill Tapes: you may recall that Roger Tut-
hill loaned the ARAP two of his wvideo tapes,
one on basic amateur astronomy and telescope
use, and the seccond on astrophotography.

The tapes are still in and currently with Bill
Murray. If you're interested, contact Bill.

Bill Murray,

May 2009

Lunar Eclipse Program———August l6th—-will
provide us with the first total lunar ec-
lipse we've had in this area since 1982.
To celebrate, we will run a program for
members and the general public in cooper-
ation with Dick Perry of the Trenton Plan-
etarium. Events will be held both at the
Planetarium, then at the AAAP Observatory.
The umbra's first contact will be about
9:20PM and totality will begin at 10:20.
Weather permitting, it will be fun and a
great "photographic opportunity”. We'll
have more details in as subsequent issue of
SIDEREAL TIMES.

FINALLY: 1. Please contact me if you're
the person who left his/her umbrella in my
car. It's still there———-MILDEWING?

2. I STRONGLY SUGGEST that if you intend
to go west and observe the '91 solar eclipse,
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW! I understand that
there are well over 1,000 reservations; so
NOW IS THE TIME to make arrangements.

and 3. "Space Day" is on Saturday July 22.
As in the past, attendees and volunteers
are welcome.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Observatory News/Duy Roster:

Session 2 of the Simpson astrophotography
course will be held on May 5. GOOD WEATHER
IS NOT CRITICAL, so be sure to come if you
are interested. Session 2 is really the
most important, as all the steps in the
actual taking of an astrophotograph will

be covered. In fact, if the weather is bad,
we'll still do a "mock shot"-——go through
all the various procedures necessary to end
up "pushing the button". As all of you
who attended Session 1 know, PREPARATION

is 95% of the game. So be sure to come if
you'd like to become proficient.

Duty Roster———May
5/5-——H. Marrotte, K. Goepfurt
5/12——D. Sivel, L. Smith
5/19-——D. Wurzler, D. Perry
5/26—-R. Mittlestaedt, E. Perry
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.

310" Awouonseuo}ourid MMM (I Y} UO SN 995

€7S80 [N ‘UorouLd

L10T X0d Od
U0JJULLJ JO UOTJRIDOSSY

SIQWOUONSY INdJeUy

600C AeN



