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20 Years Ago In Sidereal Times...

SIDEREAL TIMES
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Editor: John Simpson June. 1989

FROM THE DIRECTOR

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Jay Albert for-
mally for the fine job he has done in his THIRD stint as Director.
He filled the position during a time when the AAAD was in need
of developing a new group of leaders, going above and beyond
what normally could be expected of anyone. Thanks for being
there when you were needed, and for the good humor and enjoyment
you brought to us all.

Some time ago George Griggs brought a binocular telescope
he designed and built to one of our meetings, and Jack Schott
showed us his beautiful Maksutov. Both drew a lot of interest
from our members. Lately, Joe Eschuk displayed a star-track-
ing telescpoe which had the same effect on us. Also I've heard
rumors about a barn door drive that Pat Colestock built and used

to take photos with on Palomar Mountain (of all places!). It
seems that there might be more designers and builders of wvarious
sorts of astronomical gizmes out thers who would share their ideas

and expertise by bringing them to Star Parties, Members Night,
etc. These things don't have to be full-blown telescopes. They
could be the construction of a Chesire eyepiece (used for
collimating a scope), a sun dial, or a star map case (or

anything practical for observing like that). Perhaps a few com-
ments in the Sidereal Times [the EDITOR LOVES THIS!--Ed.] from
designers near and far (Karl Koehler) would be in order. I hap-
pen to think that it's a side of our hobby that precious few of us
participate in and that more of us would like to explore, if

only to see and appreciate what others have done. I'd like to
invite any of you who have built a telescope or accessory to prepare
it for our lunar eclips observing session in Aubust and display

it at that time. Later, bring it to Members Night to project more
exposure. Professional results aren't required!

[Note from the Director: My phone number was inaccurately printed
last time. My actual phone number is: 924-8085.]

MAY 20 WORK PARTY

The work party was a GREAT SUCCESS. The door and exterior
trim were painted, the roll-off roof rails and I-beams were wire-
brushed and Rustoleumed, wooden protective trim was replaced,
the junky closet was finally (!) cleaned, and trash disosed of.
The finder for the 64" refractor was replaced with our Celestron
10x40 finder, and the interior walls have been wire-brushed,
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.
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