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20 Years Ago In Sidereal Times...

SIDEREAL TIMES
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

I should have known better. The weather report
Friday night said that Saturday would be clear and
sunny and that the weekend looked good. I went to
bed with visions of the canals of Mars seen through
the 24" refractor at the Naval Observatory in
Washington. It rained.

Despite the disappointing weather, 35 AAAP
members and guests showed up for our field trip and
enjoyed a most interesting tour. The folks at the
Observatory couldn't have been nicer and only the
rain kept us from having a perfect field trip. The
ride on the elevatory-floor in the dome of the 24"
was a kick and the old telescopes and high tech
atomic clocks formed an ironic contrast. As we left
Tate that night, we had a chance to see light
pollution at its" worst; even without street lights
on the observatory grounds, the area was a bright as
twilight and the telescope domes glowed with a
sunset pink Tight.

But don't count us out! As you can see by the
AAAP Calendar, we've got a lot of activity planned
for this month. We'll get another crack at Mars
through the Sproul Observatorys' 26" refractor (see
below). We also have another star party planned at
the AAAP Observatory. Bring your telescopes and
don't miss the chance to see Mars through our super
6" refractor (remember how fabulous Satrun was at
our August star party?). Public Observing sessions
are also scheduled at the observatory on Friday
nights through October 14th~ and we have the War of
the Worlds Mars party set for October 27th.

Remember, it can't rain all of the time, so
DON™T WORRY...BE HAPPY...and show wup! I'11 Took
forward to seeing you.

SPROUL FIELD TRIP

Included with this issue are directions to the
Sproul Observatory at Swarthmore on the Philadelphia
"Main Line". We will have the use of the 26" Alvan
Clark refractor starting at 10:00 pm, October 8th.
The views of Mars and Jupiter should be
unforgetable! We will initially meet for dinner at
7:00 pm at the Ground Round on Rt. 1 at I-295.
those not wishing to meet for dinner should feel
free to proceed directly to sproul observatory. If
the weather seems doubtful, call Dave Brown around
5:00 pm for the final go/no go word. Of course, we

all know that waon't be necessary because the weather
will be perfect....

ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY GROUP

Now that we're all back from the summer, there
appears to be a yearning to reconvere the ‘AAAP
astrophotography group. Those 1interested _should
contact Larry Smith or just show up for the AAAP
Star Party Friday, Oct. 14th,
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T SHIRTS

Larry Smith has advised us that we have a small
stock of AAAP T shirts remaining. Some members have
also suggested that we should place an order for
more T shirts. Please contact Larry 1if you are
interested in either. Should there be sufficient
interest, new T shirts will be ordered only on a
cash-in-advance basis.

MISSING EXHIBIT MATERIAL

The AAAP stock of exhibit material, most
importantly including John Church's Photographs
taken through our 6" refractor, seems to have
vanished down a black hole. the large white plastic
bag of goodies was last seen in dick Peery's office
at the Planetarium, but dick was unable to find it
when he searched. Please contact Jay Albert if you
have any clues as to where this material - and
egpecially Johns' photos - might be.
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.
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