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Chef Ludy serves a meal. Thanks! Photo by Herb Johnson

Speaker Robert Search from Centinary College. Math Teacher and
amateur astronomer gave a very interesting talk on Life in the Solar
System. Photo by Herb Johnson

AAPP members visit the club’s Jenny Jump Observatory. The
observatory houses the 12.5” Simpson reflector. Photo by Herb
Johnson

Kim White and Tony Lunn reviewing the auction prizes. Photo by
Herb Johnson

Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton

Rollback of Space Shuttle Atlantis

On October 20, 2008 I attended the “rollback” of Space Shuttle
Atlantis from Launch Pad 39 A at the Kennedy Space Center and
back into the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) with a press pass. |
arrived at the pad in darkness with the Shuttle bathed in floodlights.

Atlantis had been scheduled to blast off on a repair mission to the
Hubble Space Telescope. The pad rollback was necessitated when a
sudden failure of Hubble’s on board science data formatter on
September 27 forced a launch cancellation.

The three and one half mile journey lasted 7 hours. Atlantis was
perched atop the Mobile Launch Platform (MLP) and moved by the
Crawler-Transporter back to the VAB as I watched from just a few
feet away. In a rare opportunity, NASA invited us to photograph the
final leg of the rollback from inside the VAB with a bird’s-eye view
on the 16™ floor. Atlantis may launch in February 2009.

Atlantis rolls down from Launch Pad 39 A on 20 Oct 08 as water
truck douses gravel and rocks. Publishing in December 2008 issue
of Spaceflight magazine. Credit: Ken Kremer

Astronomy QOutreach

“Mars 3D” Movie Premiere at the Franklin Institute, Nov 12: [
will be hosting a free showing of this new 3-D feature film about the
Mars Rovers at 9 PM following the monthly lecture of the
Rittenhouse Astronomical Society. Details here: http://www.ritten
houseastronomicalsociety.org/Pages/meetings.htm

Please contact me for more info or science outreach presentations by email
at kremerken@yahoo.com. My upcoming Astronomy talks include:

Gloucester County College, Astronomy Club: Sewell, NJ, Nov
17, Mon 8 PM. “Daring Flight of the Phoenix: Icy Jackpot Hit on
Mars (in 3-D)”. Website: http://www.gccenj.edu/

Rockland Astronomy Club at Rockland Community College:
Suffern, NY, Nov 21, Fri, 8 PM. “Daring Flight of the Phoenix: Icy
Jackpot Hit on Mars (in 3-D)”. Website: http://www.rockland
astronomy.com/

Riverside Elementary School, Family Astronomy Night:
Princeton, NJ, Dec 4, Thur, 6 PM. “Phoenix and the Twin Mars
Rovers (in 3-D)”.

Submitted by Ken Kremer
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20 Years Ago In Sidereal Times...

SIDEREAL TIMES

Newsletter of the Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton, Inc.
(Address: P.0. Box 2017, Princeton, N.J. 08540)

Editor: Chas. Yuill November 1988 Director: Jay Albert
FROM THE DIRECTOR
You may recall from last months' We also had a good view of the

SIDEREAL TIMES that we didn't do
too well weather-wise on our field
trip to the U.S. Naval Observatory.
We had our share of problems this
month teoo, but we hung in there and
met with some success.

After two ©postponements due . to
clouds, eighteen AAAP members and
guests met under the big dome of
the Sproul Observatory at
Swarthmore. Alvan Clarke*
refractor was indeed a beautiful
instrument. and the sky was crisp
and - clear., Unfortunately, those
cold, transparent skies that
provide good viewing for deep sky
objects usually create atmospheric
turbulence which makes high
resolution planetary observations
impossible. OQur October 13th night
at Sproul was no exception to this
rule. Another problem we faced was
related to the modern wuse of
electronics for gathering data
instead of the human eye. The only
eyepiece available for our use was
scratchy and there were no neutral
density or orange filters to cut
the glare. As a result, locking at
Mars was like looking into the beam
of a spotlight shining up from the
bottom of a pool. Nevertheless,
our 300X view did show some detail.

Mis
L

double star Zeta Agquarii with a
separation of 1.9 arcseconds. The
5" finder on the Clarke refractor
offered a beautiful view of M31 and
M32 in the field while the main
scope focused 26" of aperature and
300X on M31ls' core. The nucleus
was clearly wvisible as a point
source along with other details of
that central region.

luck for the star
party the night of October 14th.
The weather was great and around
two dozen members and guests showed
up , several with additional
telescopes. The view of Mars was
considerable better through our 6"
refractor than through the 26" at
Sproul. The oscillator on the 12.5
inch reflector is operational and a
new mirror diagonal is in place on
the 6 inch refractor. Both scopes
were in use on a large variety of

We had etter

deep sky and planetary objects.
Larry Smith used the 6" to
photograph a beautiful satellite

event on Jupiter. We should also
thank Louisa Lockette for bringing
us refreshments.

304[JAC]|

*actually Brashear, designed by Hastings; S&T 3/82, p.
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone
number is (609) 737-2575.

310" AwouonseuolaourId-mmm :qap, AU} UO SN 39S

€7680 [N “U01oUL]

L10T x0d Od
Uu03}ooULL{ JO UOIIBIOOSSY

SIQWOUOoIISY/ Inajewny/

800¢ IoqUIDAON



