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Chef Ludy serves a meal. Thanks! Photo by Herb Johnson 

 
Speaker Robert Search from Centinary College. Math Teacher and 
amateur astronomer gave a very interesting talk on Life in the Solar 
System. Photo by Herb Johnson 

 
AAPP members visit the club’s Jenny Jump Observatory. The 
observatory houses the 12.5” Simpson reflector. Photo by Herb 
Johnson 

 
Kim White and Tony Lunn reviewing the auction prizes. Photo by 
Herb Johnson 

Rollback of Space Shuttle Atlantis 
On October 20, 2008 I attended the “rollback” of Space Shuttle 
Atlantis from Launch Pad 39 A at the Kennedy Space Center and 
back into the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) with a press pass. I 
arrived at the pad in darkness with the Shuttle bathed in floodlights.  

Atlantis had been scheduled to blast off on a repair mission to the 
Hubble Space Telescope. The pad rollback was necessitated when a 
sudden failure of Hubble’s on board science data formatter on 
September 27 forced a launch cancellation. 

The three and one half mile journey lasted 7 hours. Atlantis was 
perched atop the Mobile Launch Platform (MLP) and moved by the 
Crawler-Transporter back to the VAB as I watched from just a few 
feet away. In a rare opportunity, NASA invited us to photograph the 
final leg of the rollback from inside the VAB with a bird’s-eye view 
on the 16th floor. Atlantis may launch in February 2009.  

 
Atlantis rolls down from Launch Pad 39 A on 20 Oct 08 as water 
truck douses gravel and rocks. Publishing in December 2008 issue 
of Spaceflight magazine. Credit: Ken Kremer  

Astronomy Outreach 
“Mars 3D” Movie Premiere at the Franklin Institute, Nov 12: I 
will be hosting a free showing of this new 3-D feature film about the 
Mars Rovers at 9 PM following the monthly lecture of the 
Rittenhouse Astronomical Society. Details here: http://www.ritten 
houseastronomicalsociety.org/Pages/meetings.htm 

Please contact me for more info or science outreach presentations by email 
at kremerken@yahoo.com. My upcoming Astronomy talks include: 

Gloucester County College, Astronomy Club: Sewell, NJ, Nov 
17, Mon 8 PM. “Daring Flight of the Phoenix: Icy Jackpot Hit on 
Mars (in 3-D)”. Website: http://www.gccnj.edu/ 

Rockland Astronomy Club at Rockland Community College: 
Suffern, NY, Nov 21, Fri, 8 PM. “Daring Flight of the Phoenix: Icy 
Jackpot Hit on Mars (in 3-D)”. Website: http://www.rockland 
astronomy.com/ 

Riverside Elementary School, Family Astronomy Night: 
Princeton, NJ, Dec 4, Thur, 6 PM. “Phoenix and the Twin Mars 
Rovers (in 3-D)”. 

Submitted by Ken Kremer 
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20 Years Ago In Sidereal Times… 
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The best way to get to the observatory is to take Interstate 95 South towards Pennsylvania. Then take Scotch road at Exit 
3 and proceed north (this amounts to right). Then, at the third traffic light take a left onto the Washington Crossing-
Pennington road (County Route 546). Take this road to the first traffic light and take a right onto Trenton-Harbourton 
road (County Route 579). Take this road to the first driveway on the left, this is the Phillips Farm/Soccer Field entrance 
to the park. There is a series of three gates with club combination locks. If the gates are not open, you will need the lock 
combination to open the gate or be accompanied by a Keyholder member. The Simpson (AAAP) Observatory’s phone 
number is (609) 737-2575. 

 


