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From the Director
Dec 13 AAAP Meeting (Peyton Hall, Princeton Campus, 8: B e
00 PM). Our astronomical excursion through the realm of high
science continues with this monthds presentation, featuring cutting v IA I I O N W E E K

edge research from one of NASAGs brighter stars. Program Chair
Ken Kremer has invited Dr. Kimberly Weaver of the Goddard
Space Flight Center in Maryland, who will present iNew Eyes on
the Universe: Observing Beyond Hubble with the Chandra and
Spitzer Space Telescopeso. In pursuing interests in extragalactic
astrophysics using the NASA orbiting observatories, Dr. Weaver
has authored a new book 1The Violent Universe: Joyrides through
the X-ray Cosmos (reviewed in Sky and Telescope Dec 2005,
p.102). Shedll participate in a book signing at the lecture, and with
help from the Princeton Bookstore copies will be available for
sale. For more information please see Kengs article in this issue,
and the AAAP website.

AAAP_ Board Meeting Dec 8 (Tigers Tale Restaurant,
Princeton, 5:30 PM). All members are welcome to participate
in creating the future of our club. As designated in our by-laws,
the AAAP has yve Board positions elected by members in May
(Director, Asst. Director, Secretary, Treasurer, and Program Chair).
Together with committee chairs and other active members, we
hold quarterly Board of Trustee meetings to map out the AAAPGS
future directions. Please let me know if youdd like to attend the
next meeting Dec 8 (contact info Sidereal Times masthead).

Call for Member 10 Minute Talkso. A good way to share your
astronomy experiences and help develop membersi knowledge and
interests is the il0 Minute Member Talko section at our regular
meetings. Examples of recent talks include visits to astronomy
retreats and observatories in the Southwest, new telescopes
and related astro-equipment, a vintage sextant collection,
astrophotography, and new software. Please give it some thought
and step forward to share your favorite topic with club members
(contact me or other Board members to discuss possible dates).

The Great Nebula in Orion Shines for the Holidays! One of the
most beautiful sights in any telescope, M42 in Orionés sword is

(Director, Continued on page 2)
Simpson Observatory (609) 737-2575
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iSpiritd Cover on Aviation Week and Space Technology: 14
November 2005. The image was derived by an international
team of Mars enthusiasts. Picture credit: Marco Di Lorenzo,
Doug Ellison, Bernhard Braun and Ken Kremer (AAAP
Program Chair).

Rocky Martian High

Spirit Takes the Summit The "SPIRITS SOAR" self portrait at

the Summit of Husband Hill appears as the Cover image for the

14 November 2005 issue of Aviation Week and Space Technology
(Martian, Continued on page 7)



(Director, Continued from page 1)
again becoming well positioned for early evening observing. The
LRGB image below (taken with my Tak FS-128 refractor with ST-
10XME CCD camera) shows detail in M42 which you can also see
visually: the interstellar gas clouds enriched in ionized oxygen
(green) and hydrogen-alpha (red) shining by puorescence from the
hot young UV-emitting stars in the Trapezium.

Heppy Helidey Seasen G alll
AAAP members &8 we spin
on owairds Winter Scolsticel

Deairk Skiles, [Repk

Minutes of the General Meeting
Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton

November 8, 2005
The meeting started at 8 PM with Rex Parker (Director) giving a
short introduction.

Ken Kremer (Program Chair) then introduced the guest speaker,
Dr. Mario Livio. His talk was fiHubbles Top Ten Scientiyc
Discoverieso. The lecture hall was almost full to capacity, and
there was a book signing after Dr. Liviods question and answer
session. All the books brought by the Princeton University Store
were sold.

There was a short break, then the member meeting was called to
order by John Miller (Assistant Director).

John Miller announced the Board of Directors meeting was set
for Thursday, December 8, 2005 at 7:30 PM at Peyton Hall in the
basement meeting room. (At the time of this writing, the directords
meeting was changed to meet at The Tigers Tale restaurant at 5:30
PM on December 8™). All members are invited to attend to provide
their input and ideas on the direction of the AAAP.

Ludy DO0Angelo (Secretary) asked for approval of the last
meeting minutes, which were approved. Ludy also reported that
as of November 8™, there were 85 paid up members and several
Keyholders who had not renewed. One new member joined
tonight as a result of Vic Belangeris intro to astronomy course
that he offers every year. A discussion on Sidereal costs and
whether or not to extend non-paying members for a period of time

before dropping them from the membership. Ludy said it was his
intention to drop anyone not paid up on dues as of December 1,
2005 (A follow up reminder letter was sent out in mid- November
to those who had not paid).

Ron Mittelstaedt (Treasurer) reported that the club had $XXXX
in the bank.

John Miller asked for ideas about the Membership Committee
Chair that was vacated by Jane Lanahan last month. It was decided
that a description needed to be written about the position and that
more details will be discussed at the Board meeting.

The next deadline for the Sidereal Times will be December 2,
2005. Vic Belanger mentioned the contribution of Ken Levyds
pictures from Spain that showed up in the November issue.

John mentioned that there were 2300 hits on the AAAP website
last month, 350 from Irag, and many from other countries. John
continues to improve the website.

John Church was going to arrange the winterizing of the
observatory at Washington Crossing. Ludy had gone out to the
observatory and measured the back roof that needs replacing. He
estimated materials to be $150-$250 depending on the quality of
rooyng material used. A work party would need to be arranged to
do this, possibly next spring.

Brian VanLiew reported that he, Gene Ramsey, and Ludy DéAngelo
brought their scopes for the Plainsboro Preserve viewing night a
week ago. It was well attended by about 40 children and parents.
There will be Keyholder training the next 2 Saturdays for anyone
interested.

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 PM

Submitted by
Ludovico DoANgelo, Secretary

Telescope for Sale Attention all Astronomy Club members, just in
time for the holidays, a brand new telescope for sale!

My son bought a Meade DS 2114-ATS exactly two years ago, but
the story goes back before this event:

Boy gets girl, girl likes the stars, boy buys telescope to impress
girl, girl moves on, boy never get to see the stars, doesnét know
how to work telescope, loses interest, ... end of story, except we
now have a brand new, never been used, telescope for sale. He
paid $316 for it, and will sell it to you for $216. (Go to Meade.com
to check out the specs for this particular model.) We live in
Sussex County, New Jersey, can easily be picked up, possible
delivery, depending on where you are located, or you pay the
shipping charges which would probably be in the $35 to $50 area,
depending on your location and insurance charges. \We were going
to post on Ebay, but decided to go right to the source yrst. If we do
not hear from anyone in your club by the end of the week, we will
post for sale on the internet. Thanks for taking the time to read this
info, do pass along to anyone who might be interested and have a
Happy Holiday!

Michele and Brandon Van Allen  sluggers@warwick.net

Deadline for the January 006 Issue
December 30, 2005







