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From the Director

Mid-Summer Astronomy in the AAAP. Summer
vacation is here for AAAP, as we drop back and
relax with the temperatures heating up and vacations
becoming obsessions to get away from it all! Our
AAAP regular season program concluded with Jersey
StarQuest in late June (see below). Among trips to
the Jersey shore, baseball, barbeques, and gardening,
perhaps your summer plans include a getaway to dark
sky environs where youéll have a chance to apply
your astronomy know-how. Dont forget to pack your
binoculars or telescope and a star chart.

With summer in full force our telescopes often turn
to Scorpio and Sagittarius, two major constellations
brimming with deep sky objects above the southern
horizon in New Jersey. While Saturn and Mars dive
into the sunset we have nearly perfect positioning of
Jupiter in the early evening sky. So for planets or for deep sky,
now is a great time to visit the AAAP Observatory at Washington
Crossing State Park and observe through the clubés computer
controlled Celestron C14/ Paramount as well as the vne 6.25
inch planetary refractor on Losmandy G11 mount. Remember
that public nights at the AAAP Observatory are the yrst and last
Fridays each month, but members are welcome on any evening
that Keyholders have opened the observatory (generally any clear
Fri or Sat night). Ités best to phone in advance to be sure (609-737-
2575).

Among the deep sky objects youdll be able to observe visually
through the clubds telescopes, the Dumbbell Nebula, M27, is one
of my favorites. The photograph of M27 below was taken In
June with my C11 at /6.3 and SBIG ST-10XME CCD camera.
This planetary nebula is a remnant of the late stage of evolution
of a massive star which ejected much of its outer layers of gases
about 3000 years ago. M27 is about 1000 light years distant and
shines by puorescence from the central starés core-- strikingly
beautiful by eyepiece using Olll or deep sky ylters at medium
magniycation.

Simpson Observatory (609) 737-2575

Jersey StarQuest 2006. The AAAP hosted the regionds premier

summer astronomy weekend and star party at our hills, forest, and
pond venue at the Hope Conference Center in Hope, NJ over the
weekend of June 24. Unfortunately the weather prevented us from
even setting up telescopes, as the rains that fell that weekend were
the start of the serious pooding in the Delaware valley at the end
of June. Yet here the efforts of the StarQuest organizers paid off,
and those who participated (est. 25-30 attendees) were treated to
some outstanding astronomy presentations by our professional
speakers and by AAAP members. | would especially like to
thank Dr Rus Belikov of Princeton Univ (MAE Dept) and a
AAAP member who presented iThe Search for New Earthso about
the terrestrial planet ynder research at Princeton, and Dr Andrew
Youdin of Princeton Univ (Astrophysics Dept) who presented
fiProtoplanetary Disc Formationo. These outstanding and relevant
talks were met with enthusiastic audience participation. With
additional yne presentations by AAAP members Ken Kremer
(NASA exploration), Rob Teeter (crafting large repecting
telescopes), myself (astrophotography), and presentations of the
Sagan/Universe and Dobson/Astronomer DVD@s, and of course
the various telescope eyepieces, books, and accessories that
participants acquired as doorprizes/rafpe items, the weekend was
(Director, continued on page 2)
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an intensive and enjoyable astronomy getaway for all involved.

In addition to the presenters (above), 16d like to thank StarQuest
co-chair Don Monticello for his excellent leadership and
organizing work in putting StarQuest together this year. Thanks
also go to members Ludy DdANngelo, John Miller, Bill Murray,
Larry Smith, and Brian Van Liew for their key roles and
leadership in helping make this yearts StarQuest succeed.

Announcing Stokes Star Party in Sept. The telescope intensive
Stokes event featuring dark skies and serious observing is on again
this fall at Stokes State Forest for the weekend of Sept 30. Contact
Ron Mittelstaedt of AAAP for more details (also see the club
website).

Have a great summer, everybody. | look forward to seeing you
at WC Observatory!
Dark skies! -- Rex

Minutes of the

Board of Directors
Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton
June 1, 2006
Director Rex Parker called meeting to order at 7:30 PM at his
home.

Ofycers present were Rex Parker (Director), John Miller (Assistant
Director), Brian VanLiew (Treasurer), Ludovico D0Angelo
(Secretary), and Ken Kremer (Program Chair).

Other members present were: Vic Belanger, Ron Mittlestaedt,
John Church, Gene Ramsey, Bill Nagle, Don Monticello, Jeff
Bernardis, and a few others.

Starquest:  Much discussion was made as to the lack of
registrations from club members as of this meeting. The primary
reason was that the weekend of Starquest fell on a weekend where
there were graduations, weddings, pre-planned business trips etc.
Bill Murray will take the registrations. As of today, 34 registrations
have been received. John Miller suggested that Don use the online
roster to communicate to club members. Highpoint donated a
focuser; Burgess sent a binoviewer, ylters, and 20 diagonal. Sky
and Telescope sent Sue Frenchds new book. John Miller has made
some purchases at NEAF to make up the slack. There is a lack of
donations this year; some are expected to still come. The general
opinion was not to be too concerned about rafpe prices since
participation may be low. There will be a schedule of events for
the weekend and will be handed out and posted at the front door.
Contingencies were discussed if it ends up raining. There will be
two main lectures on Saturday, and several science dvdds on hand to
show to ylI the time. The pool will be open on Saturday afternoon.
A trip to Jenny Jump will be in the event list. Ludy DéAngelo will
bring the coffee and milk to be provided in the upper lodge. Bill
Murray will run a deep sky observing contest again.

No extra tee shirts will be made. The AAAP shirts will be available
for sale.

Programs: There will be several speakers drawn from Princeton
University. September or October will be Jim Gunn and November
will be Al Nagler of Teleview optics

A discussion of the next yeards budget was discussed. In order for

Ken to plan for the next year, he requested that the board approve
a preliminary budget for programs 2006-2007. There was a heated
discussion as to how the monies were expended for the last season
(2005-2006).

Rex Parker (Director) proposed the following motion:

Motion: That the AAAP Board approve a tentative program
budget of $1000 for September 2006 to June 2007 season. And
that there would be a written request (email or regular mail) from
the future program speaker to the Program Chair for proposed
travel or other expenses. This is done in order for an audit (paper)
trail of those expenses when the AAAP provides reimbursement
for those expenditures. The budget is subject to change after
membership renewals in October and after a proposed ynal budget
for 2006-2007 is reviewed.

Seconded by John Miller (Assistant Director)
\ote: The board voted unanimously to pass the expenditure.

Ken will be having the speaker dinners at different restaurant
locations in Princeton in the next season.

Brian VanLiew (Treasurer) discussed some of the Starquest
expenditures and a general discussion ensued about possible fund
raising other than Starquest.

Gene Ramsey reviewed the State Park rules for possible
modiycation of the natural area of the proposed tree cutting for
Washington Crossing. A proposal will be made in the future to the
state to see what can be done. Gene Ramsey and John Church will
lead this effort.

Observatory: Gene Ramsey and Ron Mittlestaedt reported that The
Washington Crossing State Park would cut the lawn around the
observatory in the future. We will be responsible for trim around
the observatory. The Park has yxed the observatory gate that had
been damaged. We need a new ynder scope for the refractor, and
a new brass counterweight for balance on the refractor. A work
party needs to be organized to yx the roof and other issues at the
Simpson Observatory.

Jeff Bernardis (Public Outreach) discussed issues about public
outreach and future plans for indoor/outdoor programs. We also
discussed tentative plans for cloudy night alternatives. Contacting
organizations that webve done parties for and getting them on a
schedule for the next year. Try to get a more organized teams and
advance planning for the star parties Also, the question was raised
if we should charge a set amount for the star parties we provide
when the club is asked to give one. Some amounts discussed were
$150 - $200 per event, which was determined to be reasonable.
There will be more proactive effort to contact new members
who marked that they were interested in public outreach on their
membership forms.

A further discussion about an audit of the vnancial sheets was
brought up by Don Monticello. There will be a search for an
appropriate person.

AAAP will participate in the Stokes star party organized by Ron
Mittlesteadt by providing food and support. Ludy DéAngelo will
consider grilling dinner and breakfast.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM.

Submitted by;
Ludovico DoANgelo, Secretary






