


  

 

 2012 DA14? 

 

by Arjun Deshpande 

 

 

The thermosphere, the mesosphere,  

the stratosphere and the troposphere are all coming down. 

 

What does this mean? 

I think doom is bound,  

close your eyes and put on a frown,  

an asteroid is coming to town! 

 

But wait; put that smile back on your face,  

it has burned up in its haste! 
 

 

Arjun Deshpande, age 8 

Triangle Elementary, Hillsborough, NJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Editors, 

I am submitting a poem written by my son, Arjun Deshpande, age 8.  He is a student at Triangle Elementary School in 
Hillsborough, NJ and an avid fan of the cosmos.  He was recently memorized by the near earth fly by of asteroid 2012 
DA14 and the meteor strike in Russia.  Even though the two events ended up not being related, in his young curious 
mind he thought of the frightening possibilities.  This poem came out of that experience 

Regards, 

Kiran Deshpande 

29 Crowel Road 

Hillsborough, NJ 08844 
908-369-8488 

Kiran Deshpande <deshpak@gmail.com>; 
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 OUR  UNIVERSE 

                      By Melinda Gong 

 

 

Look into the sky, 

The bright stars shine upon. 

Twinkling lights warm our hearts 

and give hope within us. 

The moon, 

a beam of light, 

in the speckled sky, 

and never ending darkness. 

The sun, 

a luminous light that 

forever covers the earth 

like a soft blanket. 

The planets, 

they move strenuously around the sun. 

The stars, 

strewed across the sky, 

like sprinkles on a cake. 

The universe, 

a vast plain, 

that stretches on and on. 

Everything, everyone, 

lies in the blissful, 

everlasting  universe. 
 

 
Hi, 

  

My name is Melinda Gong. I'm 10 years old and I would like to participate in the Our Universe poetry contest. 

Please see attached for my poem, 

Thank you very much. 

  

Melinda Gong   

 

Email: Melinda Gong <melinda.gong@yahoo.com>; 
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Our Universe 

           By  Shreya Mogulothu 

 

We are on Earth, a planet 

Essential for man to be 

It has Water and Oxygen 

From the clouds to the deep blue sea 

 

Earth’s in our Solar System 

Which Circles around the Sun, our nearest Star 

In the Milky Way, our Galaxy 

Let’s see precisely, where we are 

 

The Milky Way is 

In our local group of Galaxies 

Which lies in the Virgo Supercluster 

And that’s as precise as I can be 

 

Our Universe is growing, 

Growing by the second 

It started from the BigBang 

Which lasted less than a millisecond 

 

The force which pulls things together 

Is called Gravity 

The force which pushes things out 

Is called Dark Energy 

 

Will Gravity pull us all in? 

All I can say is may be 

Will Dark Energy push us all apart? 

What happens in the future, we have to wait and see 
 

EMAIL: Shreya Mogulothu<vinay.mogulothu@gmail.com>; 
Age/Grade: 9 years, 3rd Grade 

Teacher: Mrs. Joan Reil               Parent: Vinay Mogulothu 

Teacher Email: joan.reil@ww-p.org     Parent Email: vinay.mogulothu@gmail.com 

Maurice Hawk Elementary School        Address: 108 Lowell Ct Apt 4, Princeton NJ 
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THE PLANETS                                                        

         By Logan Barkman     

 

The planets are great, 

How do they create, 

It is such a mystery,  

You have to look back in history.  

 

 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,  

Around them are lots of stars.  

 

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune,  

All those planets have lots of moons.  

 

Pluto is the dwarf planet,  

It has lots of ice,  

If I was on that planet, 

It would not be nice.  

 

They are all part of the universe,  

And this is the last verse.  

 

 

Logan Barkman                            

Third Grade 
Mrs. Stettner’s Class 
Valley View Elementary School 
Lebanon Township, NJ 

 
Hello, 

 

I would like to submit four entries into your poetry contest "Our Universe."  They are attached to 

this email.  These are entries from third grade students that chose to write a poem at home for sub-

mission into your contest.  Please let me know if there is anything else that I need to do after 

emailing you their poems.  Thanks so much.  Please send me confirmation that you have received 

these entries. Thank you!  

Regards, 

Marisa Stettner   Third Grade Teacher 

Valley View Elementary School,  Lebanon Township, NJ 

MStettner@Lebtwpk8.org 



 

OUR WONDERFUL UNIVERSE 

                  By Samantha Prygrocki 

 

Our wonderful universe is filled 

with amazing and creative things. 

Things that make you wonder 

and things that make you think. 

 

There are many planets hanging high 

way above in the blue, blue sky. 

Don’t you love how the stars 

look like diamonds sparkling in the night, 

and how colorful our world is? 

Like the blue green ocean and 

the bright ball of fire in the sky during the day. 

 

There are lots of trees and beautiful flowers, 

and clouds that let down their showers. 

The earth is a wonderful place you know 

with many people and things that live and 

grow.  

All of these things and more  

are a part of our universe  

that is truly a fascinating place. 

 

Samantha Prygrocki 

Third Grade 
Mrs. Stettner’s Class 

Valley View Elementary School 

Lebanon Township, NJ 

 
Hello, 

 

I would like to submit four entries into your poetry contest "Our Universe."  They are attached to 

this email.  These are entries from third grade students that chose to write a poem at home for sub-

mission into your contest.  Please let me know if there is anything else that I need to do after 

emailing you their poems.  Thanks so much.  Please send me confirmation that you have received 

these entries. Thank you!  

Regards,  MStettner@Lebtwpk8.org 

Marisa Stettner   Third Grade Teacher 

Valley View Elementary School,  Lebanon Township, NJ 



 

The Galaxy 

      By Sabrina Beres 

 

Stars twinkle like shining lights, 

Planets sparkle 

The sun glistens 

 

Staring into the sky 

we marvel at the whole galaxy 

its wonder, illuminates our lives 

its beauty fills us with joy 

 

The moon glows, it smiles at me 

I smile back and feel myself 

transform with peace and contentment 

and I rejoice at the fact that I'm also made out of stars 

 

 

Sabrina Beres 

Third Grade 
Mrs. Stettner’s Class 

Valley View Elementary School 

Lebanon Township, NJ 

 
Hello, 

 

I would like to submit four entries into your poetry contest "Our Universe."  They are attached to 

this email.  These are entries from third grade students that chose to write a poem at home for sub-

mission into your contest.  Please let me know if there is anything else that I need to do after 

emailing you their poems.  Thanks so much.  Please send me confirmation that you have received 

these entries. Thank you!  

Regards, 

Marisa Stettner   Third Grade Teacher 

Valley View Elementary School,  Lebanon Township, NJ 

MStettner@Lebtwpk8.org 



Hello, 

 

I would like to submit four entries into your poetry contest "Our Universe."  They are attached to 

this email.  These are entries from third grade students that chose to write a poem at home for sub-

mission into your contest.  Please let me know if there is anything else that I need to do after emailing 

you their poems.  Thanks so much.  Please send me confirmation that you have received these entries. 

Thank you!  

Regards, MStettner@Lebtwpk8.org 

Marisa Stettner   Third Grade Teacher 

Valley View Elementary School,  Lebanon Township, NJ 



 

SATURN 

  By Shreya Mogulothu 

Saturn, 
The god  
of agriculture,   
Stands  
in our solar system 
As fascinating  
as a falcon.  
It’s glimmering collection  
of rings  
Shines proudly  
in the   
Sun’s light. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Universe Poems 

Created by 3rd Grade Students in Mrs. Reil’s Class 
Maurice Hawk Elementary School 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

 

To the Editors, 

Attached please find poems written by a few of my third grade students. 

Joan Reil 

Maurice Hawk School 

Reil, Joan <Joan.Reil@ww-p.org>; 



 
Saturn 
  By Anushya Shankar 
 
Brightly lit rings  
Shining 
like miniature stars. 
The queen of the planets 
sits in her throne. 
glowing like a star. 
Spinning  
like a heavenly disk 
Bestowing the most precious gift 
to other gas giants . 
Rings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Universe Poems 

Created by 3rd Grade Students in Mrs. Reil’s Class 
Maurice Hawk Elementary School 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

 

To the Editors, 

Attached please find poems written by a few of my third grade students. 

Joan Reil 

Maurice Hawk School 

Reil, Joan <Joan.Reil@ww-p.org>; 



 
A Star’s Life  
     by Ellie Han 
 
A star  
waits 
for 
it’s time  
to end 
as it  
changes  
it’s color  
it becomes old  
then  
finally 
its time 
has come… 
BAM! 
light comes  
from that one 
star  
its life  
has ended 

 

Our Universe Poems 

Created by 3rd Grade Students in Mrs. Reil’s Class 
Maurice Hawk Elementary School 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

 

To the Editors, 

Attached please find poems written by a few of my third grade students. 

Joan Reil 

Maurice Hawk School 

Reil, Joan <Joan.Reil@ww-p.org>; 



 

Supernova 

    By Riya Patmidi 

 

There it was  

a loud explosion 

the end has come  

burst 

sparks are coming out 

burning with fear 

it awakes the world 

with a surprise 

 

 

Our Universe Poems 

Created by 3rd Grade Students in Mrs. Reil’s Class 
Maurice Hawk Elementary School 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

 

To the Editors, 

Attached please find poems written by a few of my third grade students. 

Joan Reil 

Maurice Hawk School 

Reil, Joan <Joan.Reil@ww-p.org>; 



 

The Bears 

       by Omkar Mahashabde 

 

One big bear, 

Full of greed, 

Finds slaves, 

Except for one, 

The little bear, 

Who stays put, 

While the big bear chases it, 

Confused, looking everywhere, 

Except where he started   

 

Our Universe Poems 

Created by 3rd Grade Students in Mrs. Reil’s Class 
Maurice Hawk Elementary School 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

 
To the Editors, 

Attached please find poems written by a few of my third grade students. 

Joan Reil 

Maurice Hawk School 

Reil, Joan <Joan.Reil@ww-p.org>; 



STARS  

 

 

Holes in a black paper           

 

Millions of flashlights 

 

One is ours 

 

A blue and green marble 

 

A yellow ball 

 

Green is where I live 

 

In the stars 

 

One of the flashlights could be shining on another marble… 

 

 

--  

 

Hello, 

 

Attached please find my poem for "OUR UNIVERSE" contest. 

Please let me know if you prefer a different format of my file. 

kindly, 

Emilia Piccione 

3rd grade, Maurice Hawk Elementary School 

(609)514-0249 

rspiccione@yahoo.com 



  Universe  
       By Elena Yared 
 
  Unique planets are common 
  New planets can form at any time 
  Ice planets are very popular    

 Venus is not that far  
 Earth is almost in the middle 
 Raining firestorms are little   
 See how many planets you need to peek 

 Every planet is unique. 

--  

Why do scientists study space? 
They only have a couple of days, 
To save people from meteorites,  
Through the day and through the night. 
 
At night the stars are bright, 
At noon the stars have no light. 
But the stars are still there… 
But where? 

 
Astronomers need a telescope, 
Not a microscope, not a stethoscope, 
They don’t need a telephone… 
Well, sometimes they do. 

 
Everyone should know about space, 
In fifth, sixth, or seventh grade. 
When my sister did a project on space, 
All the way in second grade, 
I knew about it then. 
Now I’m in fourth grade! 

 

Another version of a poem previously submitted by Elena Yared  
By: Elena Yared 

Grade:  4th 
Teacher: Mrs. Rotondo 

School: Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 

District: North Arlington, N.J. 

 



 Stargazing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is by Alison Lu. It is called Stargazing. I am in the category Elementary. 

Alison Lu <alibob12401@hotmail.com> 

 

GRADE 5 

Little Buttons in the Coat of Night  

with the large moon representing their 

faces  

The Ambassador of the solar system  

the galaxy  

the universe  

the multiverse  

taking a family photo  

though far away from each other  

they all line up together  

with the inky sky as their background  

and smile to you, twinkling  

knowingly,   

for you would smile back.  

 

Little specks of white  

In a blanket of smoke and cloud  

waiting to be looked at in awe and wonder  

Hoping to be that beautiful firework  

a flash of lightning breaking from the sky,  

A snowflake falling from the endless night.  

Falling like a wounded bird  

to make a little child hope, wish,  

and dream though knowing that  

wish will not come true unless   

they tried.  

 

Forming pictures for you to wonder at  

connecting the dots  

For you to imagine heaven up there  

For you to wish you would play up there  

with the twinkling marshmallows  

In the hot-chocolate sky  

In the Milky Way  

Stars clustered together like individual 

snowflakes  

forming a blanket that covers the darkness 

of space  

As black as ink  

Clouds cover the sleepy stars,  

Light taking their job,  

Forever in a game of hide-and-seek,  

Except they are always hiding,  

But nowhere to be found.  

Though people know where they are,  

They are too lazy to uncover them.  

Sailors despair,  

For the certain king of the North,  

Is playing as well.  

 

The sky breaks through, rosy pink,  

Like a flower fringed with black.  

The color of star’s blood,   

for they would silently stalk away,  

a distant place  

To entertain another  

For their job is to create dreams  

To breathe their cold breath  

They watch over you silently.  

 

They move on, retreat  

dying with every light  

And in the end, rebirth  

They shall see you again  

On the other side  

Just wait, see, smile, laugh, sleep, cry  

and dream as your spirit soars up to greet 

them  

someday, becoming one of the Little But-

tons  

in the Coat of Night.  



 

Our Universe 
 By Laine Kowalski 

     Kassiani Golfinopoulos 

     Reanna Bartels-Quansah 

 

The sun so bright, the stars at night, 

Our planet rotating 

And spinning. 

  

The dust devils on Mars and even 

The dullest stars, 

Still make our Universe shine bright. 

  

Scorpios chasing Orion all around 

the night sky, 

Rockets blasting oh so very high. 

  

The moon shining from the sun’s light, 

That is 

Our Universe, Our Universe, at night! 

 

  

 

 

By : 

Laine Kowalski 

Kassiani Golfinopoulos 

Reanna Bartels-Quansah 

 

Fourth Grade  
Chapin School 

4101  Princeton Pike 

Princeton, NJ 08540 

 
We are so glad to be able to participate in this. If you have any questions, please contact Lee Nestor at lnes-

tor@chapinschool.org 

 

Karla Taylor <KTaylor@chapinschool.org>; 

 

Hello Karla and Lee, 

 

Thanks for sending in the entry. However it looks like some of the words are being engulfed by the dust clouds. 

Can you please resend it with clear words. You can arrange pictures around the poem if you wish. 

  

Surabhi Agarwal 



 
 

Our Universe 
        By Zoe A. Lang 

 

Stars shining, moonlight 

Twinkling, waving, saying “Hi” 

A sight for sore eyes 

 

The Bear is rising 

Ursa Major, Great Bruin 

Fierce constellation  

 

Twinkling stars fill the skies 

What a sight for sore eyes. 

 

The burning pebble of flames so bright 

But only in day – not in night! 

The moon is full, obscured by clouds 

Who can find our night light now? 

           The Earth’s home, cozy as can be. 

           Let’s go to that happy place, you and me. 

 

 

Attached please find 3 poems that I have written for your 50th Anniversary Poetry Contest. 

I am not sure what information you need, but my Name is Zoe A. Lang. I am in the 5th grade, and I currently 

attend Lawrenceville Intermediate School in Lawrence, NJ. My reading teacher is Mrs. Heller. 

  

I had a lot of fun writing these poems! I hope you like them. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Zoe A. Lang. 

  

P.S. - I am not sure what contact information you need, but my mother's e-mail is tedilang@aol.com. 

 

tedilang@aol.com 

tedi.greenberg-lang@edwardjones.com  

jheller@ltps.org  



The Universe 
        by Laya Bommireddy 
 

 

The universe does not end, 

It has no curves or no bends, 

It is so big and wide, 

You can’t run, you can’t hide, 

Asteroids flying everywhere, 

Meteors comets here and there, 

Endless nights of counting stars, 

Everything is yet so far, 

So many moons but just one sun, 

Black holes aren’t any fun! 

Shooting stars! Make a wish, 

I hope it’s one that you’ll cherish. 

Galaxies like our milky way, 

The sun gives out bright light rays, 

Doubts of life on Mars still remain, 

What if the alien race takes the reigns? 

Has it eyes? Has it furs? 

Who knows what’s out there in our UNIVERSE???????? 

 

 

 

Submitted by : Laya Bommireddy, Age 11 

Grade 5, Montgomery Lower Middle School (Skillman) 

 

Laya Bommireddy <diamondancer16@gmail.com> 

Nanthini Partha <nanthinip@hotmail.com> 



 

Maggie Lin 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 

Continued     



 

Tyler Conray 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

No Name 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Sarah Berger 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Anastasia Baylis 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Hailey Schaffer 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Andrew Farog 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Joseph Badawi 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Jade Enna 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810 



 

Kavin Mohan 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                  (This is really funny) 



 

Donny Stralkus 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Julianne Marmian 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Jackson Bayuk 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Alexis Matecki 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Bella Giancola 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Devin Ryan Kennedy 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Cole K 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

John Dang 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 

mleone@ebnet.org    (713) 613-6810                                                   



 

Roni Pechyony 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Lexi Utter 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Ava Robertson 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Alex 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Sarah-B 

Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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Grade 4, Bowne-Munro Elementary School 

 

Teacher: Mary Leone 
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